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‘utch artist Marianne Lammersen
Dlaunched a solo exhibition at the

Chinese European Art Center
last Saturday, presenting a dozen col-
lage works and two installations. All
the exhibits but one are new creations
that Ms. Lammersen developed during
a four-month residency in Xiamen. Her
time in Xiamen was spent pondering
the relation between high technology
and modern life.

“I’m very concerned with this issue

because I come from a small village in
the Netherlands with a slow pace of
life and I’ m astonished at China’ s rap-
‘id development in recent years,” said
Ms. Lammersen. Old buildings are be-
ing pulled down each day, giving way
to new skyscrapers,” she added. “I first
visited China in 2008 and when I came

tio
to Xiamen this September, things were
totally different.”
Though she personally prefers to
hold on to traditions, Ms. Lammersen’ s
attitude toward modern technology is
mixed. “I just want to create a break in
the daily hectic pace of the modern
world, a meditative moment, in which
the viewer contemplates himself or her-
self and is challenged to question our
position in this world of continuously
evolving technology that surrounds
us,” she added.
The major work of her residency pro-
gram is a colossal installation in the
center of the exhibition hall that com-
prises a bike and sidecar catrying 15
modern buildings made from porcelain
and held in place by a bamboo frame-
work. The old vehicle, typically used
by manual laborers, literally and meta-
phorically carries the heavy load of
modern civilization.
All stages of the building construc-
tion process are visible in Ms. Lam-
mersen’ s installation. The exhibition
collectively suggests that cities evolve
“continuously is a non-stop movement
- tnd that the world is always under con-
,vlt'ructxon. A light on the floor beside
(he installation throws shadows on the
~wall that expands the installation’ s
i ense of scale. “The buildings become
‘L ’gﬂmre overwhelming on the wall and

lldned Ms. Lammersen.
~The exhibit runs through December



